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Polished to perfection and ready to rumble Town
Natalie and Tony Serra will have
their 1975 Triumph Stag, 1910
International portable engine,
1936 Sundial engine and 1938
Oldsmobile truck on show at
Sunday’s display.
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set for
a whole
new look
TERANG
By CLARE QUIRK
TERANG residents should
prepare for the transformation of High Street with
streetscape works set to begin
next month.
The tender for stage one
of the project was awarded
to Colac company R. Slater
and Sons at a special council
meeting on Tuesday night.
Stage one will include
kerbing, feature pavement,
new seats, garden and street
trees, subsurface drainage
and footpath works and out
stands for pedestrians to cross
the road on the north side of
High Street between Estcourt
and Shadforth streets.
The council has budgeted
$1.2 million for stage one
and the council’s works and
services director Alex Green
said the contract was awarded
under budget.
Mr Green said the work,
which was expected to be
finished by May, would cause
headaches for businesses and
the community.

WARRNAMBOOL
By MATTHEW O’TOOLE
THE Warrnambool and
District Historical Vehicle
Club is ready to rumble for
its 19th annual display day
at Lake Pertobe on Sunday.
Members of the Serra
family are busy giving a
final polish to their four

exhibits — two stationary
engines, a 1938 Oldsmobile
truck and a 1975 Triumph
Stag.
The Oldsmobile is the
pride and joy of Tony
Serra, who purchased
the run-down vehicle in
2000 and spent two years
lovingly restoring it.
“Tony does everything

himself on it. He likes to
put everything back to
how it looked,” his wife
and club secretary Natalie
Serra said.
Mr Serra even went
as far as to get the same
registration number the
truck originally carried.
“We spoke to the
80-year-old man who

sold us the truck and
asked if he remembered
the number plate. I
rang VicRoads and they
said ‘it’s such and such
number’ but originally in
1938 it was this number ...
do you want that?’,” she
said.
Mrs Serra said the club
is expecting more than 100

exhibitors from around
the region this year, with
entries ranging from cars
and trucks to stationary
engines. The 300-member
club will celebrate its
40th anniversary later this
year.
Sunday’s exhibition will
run from 10am to 4pm at
Lake Pertobe.

Hunt for thieves

Hundreds of sheep stolen from farms, police say
WARRNAMBOOL
By CLARE QUIRK

THEFTS of up to 400 sheep
from
south-west
properties have been reported to
Warrnambool police in the
past six months.
South-west police crime
advisor Detective Senior
Sergeant Mark Canavan said
thefts of that scale required
considerable planning and organisation by the offenders.
He urged farmers to report
any thefts as soon as they
realised any livestock were
missing.

Detective Senior Sergeant
Canavan said the sooner the
theft was reported to police
the greater likelihood that
livestock could be tracked
down, particularly sheep.
He anticipated the number
of stock stolen could be greatly
reduced as a result of quick
reporting to police and better
management practices in accounting for stock.
Details of the location and
circumstances of the southwest thefts were not available
yesterday.
Detective Senior Sergeant
Canavan’s comments come

after the Victorian Farmers
Federation (VFF) praised the
progress being made by the
Victoria Police’s livestock and
farm crime specialist advisory
group.
The AGLO (agricultural
liaison officer) network —
launched in October 2011 — is
made up of more than 40 police
officers across the state.
VFF
livestock
group
president Ian Feldtmann said
the AGLOs who dealt with
agricultural crime were local
community members, which
provided a valuable contact
for farmers concerned with

livestock and farm crime.
He said recent figures which
showed reported farm thefts
in 2011-12 were up 38 per cent
on the previous year did not
reflect an increase in crime,
but that farmers felt more
confident and willing to report
thefts to the police.
The VFF sits on the board
of the livestock and farm specialist advisory group and Mr
Feldtmann said progress was
being made with new systems
to combat rural crime.
“The determination by
Victoria Police to address farm
crime gives us confidence that

there will be more prosecutions of criminals operating in
rural areas,” he said.
“We are in the early days of
a new group and we want to
see continued progress for all
farmers affected by crime.
“Success in this area is
always going to be a two-way
street, and it’s fair to have
expectations from policing,
but members of the farming
community also have to be
proactive in relation to being
vigilant and reporting crime
and suspicious behaviour as
a matter of urgency.”
cquirk@fairfaxmedia.com.au

I guess for the
sake of progress
there is some
pain to get the
gain.

— Chris O’Connor,
Corangamite Mayor

“It’s going to be very disruptive for business owners
and the community and we’re
asking them to work with us,”
he said.
“By winter, we will be
beginning to see the transformation of Terang. The council
and the community are really
looking forward to getting the
work done.”
Mayor Chris O’Connor said
the project had been a long
and drawn out process and he
was really pleased R. Slater
and Sons were in a position
to start on February 1.
“There will be some wonderful drainage work and safe
pavements and the residents
of Terang and district will be
very relieved when it’s done,”
he said.
Cr O’Connor said unfortunately the work would mean
disruption but the council
would work with businesses
to keep it to a minimum.
“I guess for the sake of
progress there is some pain
to get the gain,” he said.
In May last year, the council
walked away from some of the
planned works, including
angle parking, because of a
cost blow out.
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