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Conference focuses on better use of technology in education

Planning a digital future
WARRNAMBOOL
By MATTHEW O’TOOLE
RESHAPING the way schools
use technology will be the
subject of a Warrnambool
conference.
Organised by Deakin
University’s Warrnambool

campus and Woolsthorpe
Primary School, the conference will bring together more
than 220 principals, teachers
and support staff from schools
throughout the district to
explore how educational
institutions can better use
technology in the classroom.

Woolsthorpe Primary School
principal Simon Perry said
the gathering would be
valuable, with most schools
sending their full staff and
leadership teams.
“While it’s a technology
conference, the focus is on
learning in the 21st century,”

Mr Perry said. “We must reimagine and challenge practice
when it comes to technology
and the role it plays in how
we learn.”
Deakin education lecturer
Terri Redpath said the conference would highlight the
positive impacts of rolling

City steps up its tourism appeal

out mobile technology into
classrooms.
“It will be a great opportunity for local teachers to
showcase their skills and pass
on their knowledge of using
technologies to other teachers,” Ms Redpath said.
The conference features

Roadside rubbish
campaign target
REGION
THE South-West Regional
Waste Management Group
will be reminding south-west
motorists to secure their load,
or secure a fine.
In a bid to reduce roadside
litter throughout the region,
the group has received a
$49,320 Victorian government
roadside litter prevention
grant, which will be put
towards a $75,000 education
and enforcement campaign.
Member for South-West
Coast Denis Napthine said
the group was among eight
statewide that would share
in more than $300,000 to help
educate local communities
about the impact of roadside
litter.
“Many people are unaware

WARRNAMBOOL
By MATTHEW O’TOOLE
WARRNAMBOOL’S popularity with holidaymakers
is growing.
Online accommodation
booking service Wotif.com
has listed Warrnambool
among the most appealing
places in Victoria.
According to the
service’s annual release of
Victoria’s popular destinations, Warrnambool held

WARRNAMBOOL
By JONO PECH

MILNE
firm at number four behind
Melbourne, Geelong and
Ballarat.
While Warrnambool was
steady in fourth, a number
of other top-10 finalists
from 2011 dropped in the
2012 rankings.
The accommodation
booking website averaged
about 260,000 bookings a
month during 2012, with
the site currently listing
44 local accommodation
providers in Warrnambool.

Shipwreck Coast
Marketing chief executive
officer Carole Reid said
Warrnambool’s ranking
in the list was a sign the
region was growing as a
destination.
“It’s certainly great to
hear and is good news and
means that awareness of
the region is growing,” Ms
Reid said.
“Over the last three
years we’ve done destination advertising externally
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of the law they must secure
their load and are oblivious
to the dangers an unsecured
load poses to other motorists
and the environment,” Dr
Napthine said.
“The South West Regional
Waste Management Group has
formed a partnership with
the Central Murray Regional
Waste Management Group,
which covers the shires
of Wakool (NSW), Loddon,
Gannawarra, Buloke and
the rural city of Swan Hill
to deliver the program.”
Dr Napthine said the program would include a television ad campaign, awareness
campaign at transfer stations
and an audit of loads being
taken to transfer stations,
making drivers aware of their
responsibilities.

Wipeout in court

Warrnambool’s standing as
a popular tourist destination
has been confirmed by an
accommodation booking website.
120514AM32 Picture: ANGELA

a keynote address by Greg
Whitby, who manages 78
Sydney schools. He was appointed to the Australian
Government’s
Digital
Education Advisory group
in 2011.
The conference will be
held on January 30.

to the region, mainly into
Melbourne, and that
combined with advertising
from specific businesses is
fuelling this traffic.
“We certainly encourage
operators to use Wotif as it
has such great exposure all
over the world.”
The latest figures come
after Warrnambool was
recognised by the site last
year as being one of the
top-five Victorian school
holiday destinations.

POLICE are searching for
a surfboard thief after a
Portland fisherman was
yesterday fined $500 fine for
unknowingly receiving the
stolen gear.
Scott Matthew King, 21,
now of Richmond Street in
Portland, pleaded guilty in
Warrnambool Magistrates’
Court yesterday after the
original theft charge was reduced to a count of possessing
the proceeds of crime.
The court was told that
while living at Elizabeth Street
in Port Fairy in September
last year, with his now ex-

girlfriend, an unnamed person
gave King a surfboard which
had been stolen.
When later confronted by
his girlfriend, who knew the
board was not his, King told
her a friend had given it to
him.
Earlier this month she
discovered the board’s true
owner and informed them
about the board, which was
then returned.
Police interviewed King
about the theft and he denied
knowledge of the stolen
board.
Magistrate Steve Myall
handed down a fine of $500 for
King’s negligence in receiving
the stolen goods.

