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Work doesn’t
go unnoticed

Making
history

OAM recipient Dawn Peel, of Colac.
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COLAC
By MATTHEW O’TOOLE
GROWING up on an
Ecklin dairy farm taught
Helen Paatsch many
of the skills that have
made her a selfless and
tireless worker for the
Colac community.
A volunteer for a
number of community
groups, Mrs Paatsch eventually became the Colac
Otway Shire mayor and
helped establish the
Colac Otway Performing
Arts Centre.
Her efforts have been
recognised today, with Mrs
Paatsch being awarded the
Order of Australia Medal
(OAM) for her service to
the Colac community over
the past five decades.
“It teaches you to be
resilient, growing up in
the bush,” she said.
Mrs Paatsch said enabling others to achieve
was a strong belief that
had been a large driving
force behind her involvement in the community.
“Lots of people get

involved and give to the
big charities … which is
wonderful, but you really
need to enable people
around you to do things and
to give kids opportunities
to do things,” Mrs Paatsch
said. “I think that’s really
important, even if it’s just
looking cheerful as you go
up the street.
“To be part of a community is just really
special, you know, to be
able to contribute to a
community.”
There is no slowing
down for Mrs Paatsch
who intends to throw
herself into a number
of community programs
this year.
The
South
West
Community Foundation,
of which Mrs Paatsch is a
founding director, takes
up a large amount of her
time. “The foundation is
a particular passion of
mine,” she said.
“Rural areas are doing
it tough and Colac has
quite a large percentage
of the population up
against it financially.”

SAWALL

Award honour for research
FEW people know the
history of Colac quite
like Dr Dawn Peel.
Through a PhD on
Australia’s war front,
eight books, and many
other writings, she
has documented not
only the history of her
home town of the past
50 years, but also our
nation.
Today, Dr Peel made
a little bit of history
herself, being awarded
the Order of Australia
Medal (OAM).
Dr Peel said she became hooked on history
ever since attending
her first meeting of
the Colac Historical
Society in 1957.
Originally
from
Gippsland, she studied
teaching at Melbourne
University
before
teaching history at
Colac High School.
During
research
into the home front in
Australia, Dr Peel discovered that there was
very little information
on the subject and after
making enquiries was
awarded a scholarship
from the Australian War
Memorial to undertake
a masters degree on the
subject, which led to
her PhD.
Dr Peel is credited
with uncovering a lost
piece of Colac history

after locating a missing
1850s Colac court book
at Duke University in
the United States.
Dr Peel managed to
secure a digital copy
of the book from the
university.
The
renowned
historian has now
published four books
on the history of the
Colac area. Her book,
Year Of Hope: 1857 In
The Colac District, received a commendation
in the 2006 Victorian
Community
History
awards.
Her other publications include Anna’s
Journey: A British
Lady In West Africa
& Colonial Australia,
Wartime In A Country
Community, and Quality
Community Care as
well as a number of
academic
journal
articles.
When she first received the letter from
the Governor-General,
she put it to the side
unopened.
When she did get
around to opening the
letter, Dr Peel said that
she was “completely
stunned” to be awarded
the prestigious honour
but happy to know that
her and, in turn, the
society were being
recognised.
“It’s interesting how
much the historical
society has contributed

to the community while
not having a high profile,” she said.
Dr Peel has been involved extensively with
the historical society
and the local library,
running a number of
programs over the years
which has ensured that
Colac’s history will
be secured for future
generations.

The Schoolkids Bonus starts in 2013
and replaces the Education Tax Refund
(ETR)*. You don’t need to collect receipts.
Payments will automatically go into your
bank account in January and July.

OAM recipient Helen Paatsch, of Colac.
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$410 a year for each
primary student
(paid in two instalments of $205)

$820 a year for each
secondary student
(paid in two instalments of $410)

Are you eligible?
You could be eligible if you have a child in
primary or secondary school and receive
a family or income support payment
(e.g. Family Tax Beneﬁt Part A) or you’re
a primary or secondary student receiving
an income support payment.
See if you’re eligible at

australia.gov.au/
schoolkidsbonus
or call 132 468.
*In June/July 2012, you may have received a one-oﬀ
ETR payment for 2011-12.
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